Implementation of the International Classification of Functioning, Disability and Health in national legislation and policy in Japan.
The purpose of this paper is to present the results of a survey on the implementation of the International Classification of Functioning, Disability and Health (ICF) in legislation and policy in the fields of health, welfare and disability in Japan. In pursuance of this aim, we scrutinized the relevant laws, regulations and policy statements issued in Japan in recent years. As a result, it was found that the ICF had been introduced into the following regional and national policy statements and legislations: (i) the 'Biwako Millenium Framework for Action Towards an Inclusive, Barrier-free and Rights-based Society for Persons with Disabilities in Asia and the Pacific'; (ii) the 'Basic Programme for Persons with Disabilities'; (iii) national medical and personal care insurance systems; (iv) the report of the commission on 'the Care of the Elderly People'; (v) the report of the commission on 'the Rehabilitation of the Elderly People'; (vi) disability prevention in the elderly population; (vii) support for an independent life for people with mental disability living in the community; (viii) disability prevention after natural disasters; and (ix) the survey and care of patients with asthma due to air pollution.